
 

INTRODUCTION TO 2019  
MAYWOOD CHRISTIAN CAMP BIBLE CLASS 

LESSONS 

IMMERSE 

This week in class we are going to talk about 
baptism. Some of you may think we talk about it too 
much, and I imagine for most in this class it is 
mentioned every worship service you attend. But 
there is a difference between mentioning something 
and talking about it. I hope we are able to answer 
many of your questions and that if you have any 
when we are done you’ll talk with your teacher, 
counselor, parents, preacher or elders about those. I 
want to ask something I’ve never asked of a class 
before in book form; will you take a moment a pray 
about class this week? I believe in having a blast at 
camp, and I believe even Bible class should be fun, 
but I also hope you will be listening to learn some 
too.  



Monday 

WHO’S IN CHARGE AROUND HERE? 
WHERE DO WE START? 
My dad led more people to Jesus than anyone I know. I loved 
learning from Him how to share the story of Jesus and help 
people come to faith. He would talk about living a life consistent 
with what you teach. He loved to talk to people from an attitude 
of “we are learning about Jesus together.” But I want to share 
with you what he said was the single most significant thing in 
bringing people to Jesus. OK? Before you can have a study with 
someone you have to establish Bible authority.  

In dad’s book he wrote to help people understand God’s way to 
Him he started this way: “The God who took the time to create 
man and send His son to redeem man would surely, if He had 
the power and desire, communicate with man. The Scriptures 
reveal that God has both the ability and desire to communicate 
with man. The Scriptures teach that indeed God does speak to 
us. Since God does speak today what method does He use?” 

Remember Snopes? It’s still around but for the longest time, it 
was the “go-to place” when you needed to check out a rumor or 
a story that was going around. Was Disney giving away free 
admissions tickets if you had 1,000 retweets? Was Facebook 
going to start charging? Check out Snopes. Was there a little boy 
with cancer who wanted to set a record for the number of cards 
received? Look at Snopes. Then it happened. It was found out 
that Snopes was actually a couple who would google info to find 
stuff or at best a company with highly biased “fact-checkers.”  It 

sort of lost its mystic and credibility (https://www.forbes.com/
sites/kalevleetaru/2016/12/22/the-daily-mail-snopes-story-and-
fact-checking-the-fact-checkers/#10368833227f). The source we 
thought was an authority wasn’t at all. It didn’t stand the test of 
time and reliability.  

It’s A Bad Word, A Very Bad Word? 
While authority can be misused and is a negative word to some 
people, it is, in fact, a really important word. It is a word that 
determines things: Things like, how tall you are, who caught the 
biggest fish, who had the fastest time in the race, what you will 
be paid for the work you do, and what size clothes you need to 
buy online. Without an authority, you have no standard.  

For just about any discussion you have to determine who or what 
the final word is. What is the standard or authority?  

You may not like rules but imagine  
 …driving without them. If a green light means “go” to you 
but a red light means “go” to the person you meet at an 
intersection, without an authority, how would you know who 
had the right of way? It would be a nightmare at every 
intersection. 
 … trying to play a sport without them. What if you were 
competing in the long jump but there was no standard to 
determine how long a meter or a foot was.   
 … trying to bake a cake without them. A pound of sugar 
might be called for in a recipe, but what if the person who wrote 
the recipe thought a pound was 72 oz and you thought it was 7 
oz?  



 … OR worse than any of these, imagine trying to please God 
when He has not said what He expects. Just guessing could be 
really dangerous.  
Authority determines rules, and while sometimes it may seem 
to you that rules get in the way, the truth is they actually keep us 
from constant arguments and unresolvable disagreements. 
Correct authority solves so many problems. 
We want and need a trusted and worthy authority. 

The great news of today’s class is that God has spoken. He has 
told us what He expects of us and where to find that. Hebrews 1 
says that God has spoken. But the question is: How has He 
spoken? Or, How does God speak today? 

Hebrews 1:1-2 says “Long ago, at many times and in many ways, 
God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days 
he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of 
all things, through whom also he created the world.” So, to be 
clear, TODAY, God speaks through His Son, Jesus.  

But how does Jesus speak to us?  
Jesus speaks today through His apostles, the ones He selected 
and gave the mission of bringing His message. Jesus knew that 
the apostles would not remember everything they had learned 
from Him, so He sent them the Holy Spirit (John 14:26). And 
the Holy Spirit guided these men into ALL TRUTH. In John 
16:13 Jesus told the apostles: “ When the Spirit of truth comes, 
he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his 
own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will 
declare to you the things that are to come.”  

And these men wrote down what the Spirit told them to. Read 
Ephesians 3:1-6. Today these writings, the Scriptures or the Bible 
furnish us with what we need: “All Scripture is breathed out by 
God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and 
for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be 
complete, equipped for every good work” (2 Timothy 3:16-17). 
So, each of the New Testament writers was inspired (notice: 
Inspired = God breathed). 

In fact, Peter (another apostle) told us that God has “given us all 
things that pertain to life and godliness” (2 Peter 1:3). 

And, on top of that, we will be judged by the things written in 
the Bible: “ And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before 
the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was 
opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by 
what was written in the books, according to what they had 
done” (Revelation 20:12; also read John 12:48).  
 You could say it looks a little like this.

 



What does all this have to do with the title on the cover? 
There are a lot of people who say a lot of things about baptism. 
Some of those people are really smart, some are really good 
communicators, some are even religious leaders, BUT if they say 
something different than the Bible, we have to remember that 
they are not the final word, the authority.  

If we are going to have any kind of good class this week we have 
to agree on an authority For this week, the final word on a 
matter where God has spoken will be His Word.  

So on baptism - what does the Bible say? 
TALK IT OUT: 

Questions for Junior Campers 
1. What kind of authority do we have to establish when we are 
trying to talk to someone about God? 

2. What does authority mean? 

3. How does God speak to us today? 

4. What will we be judged by? See John 12:48 

5. What would your life look like if there were no rules? If you 
didn’t have an authority? 

For the Older Campers 
What are some ways people say God speaks today that the Bible 
does not say? 

What if my preacher or parent says something different from 
what the Bible teaches?  

Jesus said the Spirit would guide the apostles into all truth (John 
16:13). What is truth? See John 17:17 

Proverbs 14:12 says, “There is a way that seems right to a man, 
but its end is the way of death.”  Why is it that what seems right 
to us oftentimes is not the way to go?  

Proverbs 3:5-6 says we should trust in God with all our heart 
rather than leaning on our own understanding, and that we 
should acknowledge Him in all our ways. How does one 
acknowledge God in every decision they make rather than 
leaning on their own understanding?  



Tuesday 

What is Bible Baptism & What’s it All About?  

It is NOT our goal this week at camp to see how many people we 
can baptize. If that was the goal then we’d just offer a nice new 
crisp $100 bill to anyone who was baptized and the number 
would sky-rocket. In fact, some of you would be baptized 5 or 10 
times, right? 

It is our goal to get people to believe in Jesus. See, that is 
ultimately what baptism is all about. Jesus’ best friend when He 
was on earth explained why 
he wrote a book about Jesus: 
“…these are written so that 
you may believe that Jesus is 
the Christ, the Son of God, 
and that by believing you 
may have life in his 
name” (John 20:31; please 
also read John 1:12). 
Another of the apostles, Peter 
said “… there is salvation in 
no one else, for there is no 
other name under heaven 
given among men by which 
we must be saved” (Acts 4:12).  

It is about Faith! Don’t let anyone kid you or mislead you. It is all 
about Faith! We’ll get to baptism, but how we get there is by 

believing in Jesus completely. See, when we say “believing in 
Jesus” we are saying much more than just saying that He existed 
(every legitimate historian knows that, even the devil knows 
that, James 2:19).  Let me jump ahead now and just say we are 
talking about a kind of belief, a faith, so convinced that Jesus is 
God’s Son, that He was killed and came back to life (was 
resurrected), that you will do whatever He says.  Actually, the 
natural and commanded action of real belief is baptism. Acts 8 
talks about a man who went to a place where Jesus had never 
been preached about and, well, just listen: “…when they 
believed Philip as he preached good news about the kingdom of 
God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptized, both men 
and women” (Acts 8:12).  

Paul, yet another inspired apostle wrote: “I am not ashamed of 
the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone 
who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek.  For in it 
the righteousness of God is revealed from faith for faith, as it is 
written, ‘The righteous shall live by faith’” (Romans 1:16-17). 
Notice a few things about that verse. One: The word gospel, that 
word means good news, whether you are a Christian now or 
become one later, never forget that. This is not bad news, it is 
good news that we believe in. Two: notice, that Greek in that 
verse means anyone not a Jew. That means everyone who reads 
this book will fall into one category or the other.  

There are many other verses about faith we could look at, but 
one more before we move forward: “…without faith it is 
impossible to please him, for whoever would draw near to God 

Faith is central 
to everything 
about being a 
Christian, from 
day one until 

your dying day! 



must believe that he exists and that he rewards those who seek 
him” (Hebrews 11:6).  

YOU GET A CAR, AND YOU GET A CAR, AND YOU 
GET A CAR 

Faith is sort of like that famous Oprah show where everybody got 
a car. Everybody has faith. You have faith and the person sitting 
beside you has faith, and your girlfriend or boyfriend has faith, 
the President has faith and so did Aldoph Hitler and Osama bin 
Laden.  

Everyone has faith. We live by faith! When you stumbled or 
bolted out of bed this morning and your feet hit the floor you 
had faith that the earth would support your weight. When you 
ate breakfast (let me guess, you had pancakes and sausage), it 
may not have tasted as good as it does back home, but you ate it 
never thinking it would poison you. You had faith.  

Everyone has faith. The question is, what do you have faith in 
and is it worthy of and strong enough for you to put your 
faith there? 

Your decision to accept the Bible: it’s a matter of faith! 
Ultimately faith is a belief that leads to an action. Say that 
again. Faith is a belief that leads to an action. James was talking 
about faith and said it this way: “But someone will say, ‘You have 
faith and I have works.’ Show me your faith apart from your 
works, and I will show you my faith by my works…Do you want 
to be shown, you foolish person, that faith apart from works is 

useless?” (James 2:18 & 20). See, what James is saying is that 
you can tell me all day long you believe in Jesus, but unless you 
do what He says, you really don’t. Faith is actionable! 

And, quickly here is what Jesus said you have to do. He said you 
have to repent (Luke 13:3). To repent really just means to 
change your mind and your actions follow. Imagine we’re in a 
car and everyone says they want to go to McD’s, but on the way, 
we see Taco Bell and everyone changed their mind about McD’s. 
We’ve “repented” of McD’s and our actions back that up as now 
we’re headed to Taco Bell. In pleasing God that simply means 
you make a decision to try to stop doing anything wrong you 
were doing and you try to live right because it’s wrong living 
(sin) that hurts Jesus (Hebrews 6:6).  

He also said you have to be willing to confess that you believe 
He is God’s Son (Matthew 10:32). Again, that means you are 
willing to own that you believe in Him in front of other people. 
So, when all the guys are telling dirty jokes or the girls are 
gossiping and cutting on someone, you own up to the fact that 
Jesus is God’s Son and act like you believe that. Confession is a 
statement but it is also followed by an action.   

Jesus also said you have to be baptized (Matthew 28:18-20; 
Mark 16:16). For some reason, many people don’t have any issue 
with doing any of the other things I just mentioned but this one 
trips them up. In fact, a lot of your friends in other churches 
think you “have to” believe and repent and confess but don’t 
think baptism is a have to thing. Even though Jesus, Himself, 



said “he who believes in me and is baptized will be saved” (Mark 
16:16).  

Baptism, that’s such an odd word.  
You’re right. In fact, did you know you can speak Greek? Say, 
baptism. See, you can. It’s actually not really an English word. 
When the most popular translation of the Bible from Greek to 
English was ever done the guys who did it were all a part of a 
church that did not baptize at all.  And they were afraid if they 
translated that word of what would happen so they just took the 
Greek word (Baptizo, the original Greek word) and wrote it in 
English letters and came up with the word baptize. It’d be like 
saying agua instead of saying water all the time. You’d be right, 
but it’d be a little odd if you only spoke English to always use a 
Spanish word.  

BIBLE BAPTISM: 
So, what did Baptizo (that original Greek word) mean? It meant 
to immerse. And the word is used almost 100 times in the Bible 
and every time it simply means to immerse (so, without getting 
too far ahead, if you were sprinkled or christened instead of 
being immersed, you were not baptized by the very meaning of 
the word. I’m not trying to start a fight with anyone, just stating 
the fact. That is between you and God and you and your 
parents).   

Remember, the Bible is our authority in this 
class, so let me tell you five things about 
baptism that the Bible tells us.  

1
Bible baptism is by the authority of Jesus (Matthew 
28:18-20). 

2
Bible baptism is only for those who believe Jesus is 
God’s Son at the time of their baptism (Mark 16:16; 
Acts 8:37). This means that if a person is a baby and 
is baptized it is not Bible baptism. It may be special 
and it may be sweet and it may be meaningful to 
those who see it and that baby may someday believe 
in Jesus, but that act was not Bible baptism).  

3
Bible baptism is in water (Acts 8:38-39). 

4
Bible baptism is immersion (if the word study about 
wasn’t enough just read Romans 6:3-4 that states it 
real clear). 

THINGS



5
Bible baptism is for the forgiveness of sins (Acts 2:38). 
So, while we may get a lot of folks to be baptized by 
passing out $100’s it wouldn’t be Bible baptism. And 
while your friend here at camp being baptized might 
make you start thinking about being baptized, if the 
only reason you are baptized is that your friend was 
or you think it would make others around you happy, 
that would not be Bible baptism.  

This is the most important decision in your life! 
There are many reasons to become a Christian, like 
the fear of being lost (Mark 16:16), the rewards of 
the abundant Christian life, or the joy of being with 
other Christians, but the greatest of all reasons for 
becoming a Christian is a loving appreciation for 
what Jesus did at Calvary. He died on the cross for 
you and to make it possible for you to have your sins 
forgiven and to go to heaven.  

READY WHEN YOU ARE! 
If you want to be baptized and all of that makes 
sense to you, there is NOTHING we are doing as a 
staff, teacher, counselor, or Christian friend here at 

camp that is more important than talking to you 
about that! So, ask. We will be happy about that! If 
you have questions ask, that is why we are here.  

One more thing here. Jesus said, “if you love me, 
keep my commandments” (John 14:15). Is there any 
reason why you should not be baptized like the Bible 
teaches? I’ve talked to hundreds of thousands of 
people and have never talked to any one who has 
regretted becoming a Christian. But I have talked to 
people who regretted waiting to become one. 

LET’S TALK ABOUT IT: 
12 and Under Questions 

1. What is baptism ultimately about? 

2. What is the natural response (or action) to real faith? 

3. What does gospel mean? 

4. What 3 things does Jesus say to do if you believe? 



5. What are a few things that Bible baptism is according to this 
chapter? 

FOR THE SENIOR CAMPERS: 
Let’s talk together a little about all of this 

 
1.  How does obeying what Jesus says to do prove that you 
really believe in Him? 

 
2.  How does the concept of repentance go along with how Paul 
describes us being baptized “into death” (Romans 6:3-7)? 

3.  How does the literal definition of baptism (immersion) go 
along with how Paul describes baptism as a burial in Romans 
6:4? 

 
4.  How is obeying Jesus’ command to be baptized a sign that 
your faith in Him is not dead (James 2:14-26)? 

 
5.  Why do you think some people have a problem with the idea 
that one has to be baptized in order to be saved, even though 
Jesus said that? 



Wednesday 

VERSES ABOUT BAPTISM 
What does the Bible Say? 

If you’ve been paying attention you have learned that we 
practice baptism by immersion. We celebrate baptisms. In fact, in 
every sermon you hear preached here you’ll hear us talk about 
baptism.   

I want to explain in very clear and simple terms why it is that we 
put so much emphasis on baptism. We’re going to talk about 
what Jesus taught about baptism. After all, He is our example.  

Can we agree that if Jesus said it was important, it is important?  
Regardless of what anyone else or any church might say? 
Therefore if I can’t show you from the life of Jesus that baptism 
is important then maybe we shouldn’t make such a big fuss 
about it.  

But first, let me mention a common view about baptism. Some 
say “Baptism is important but it’s not necessary.” Now, the 
people who hold that view would never say that belief is not 
necessary, or repentance is important but not necessary. But they 
will argue that baptism is important, but that’s it’s not necessary.  
Even though in the New Testament there is no such thing as an 
unbaptized Christian. They would say it is not essential.  

I do not question the sincerity of those who believe this but 
remember we are looking for Bible answers, not our opinions. 
Whenever we’re confused about anything we ought to always go 

first to Jesus. He is our example and He is the author & finisher 
of our Faith (Hebrews 12:1).  

We’ll start in Matthew 3 with the baptism of Jesus himself (read 
Matthew 3:13-17).  In verse 11 John had just said that Jesus 
was going to come as a baptizer, so John’s first reaction was, 
“you shouldn’t be baptized by me, I should be baptized by you.” 
 Why would Jesus submit to baptism, especially when John was 
baptizing for the forgiveness of sins and Jesus had committed no 
sins?   

There are a plenty of ideas and theories as to why Jesus was 
baptized, but here’s the bottom line, Jesus explains it Himself: 
“Let’s do this to fulfill all righteousness.”  One translation says 
“Please do it, for I must do all that is right.” 

In other words, Jesus said, it is right for me to seek you out and 
be baptized. and the text makes it clear, God was pleased that 
Jesus did this and it fulfilled the Father’s Will.  So, behind every 
baptism of a believer is the baptism of Jesus. Jesus came to John 
and said: “You must baptize me for this is right.” 

That’s at the start of Matthew’s account of the Gospel but now 
turn to the end of it. Matthew 28:18-20, these are the last words 
of Jesus in Matthew. It seems significant that at the beginning of 
Matthew’s gospel and at the end of Matthew’s gospel we have an 
emphasis on baptism.  Jesus said, “I want you to make disciples, 
baptizing them into the name of the Father and the Son and the 
Holy Spirit.” 



“Into the name” at that time was a business term, it meant “to 
transfer ownership.” Baptism is where believers make a public 
statement that my life is now under new ownership, my life is 
now being managed, according to the text, by God, the Holy 
Spirit, and Christ.   

Jesus made baptism an indispensable part of the making 
disciples process.  It’s always necessary to imitate Jesus and 
obey what He says.  

Now read Mark 16:15-16. Baptism is not the good news (Gospel 
= good news). The good news is of the gospel is the story of the 
death and resurrection of Jesus. The good news is that in His 
sinless Son, God has made a way for your sin debt to be paid so 
that you can be saved and so that you can avoid punishment. But 
NOTICE, Jesus expects that when people hear the good news 
they are going to respond by believing and being baptized. 
Notice, in the Bible anytime baptism is mentioned there is a 
close connection between it and faith. The construction here in 
Mark 16 won’t allow you to make either one either more 
important or less important than the other. You must put the 
same emphasis on baptism that you do on believing. The person 
is either going to do both or he’s not going to do either.  

Baptism is God promising to do something for us when we show 
faith in the gospel. In the book of John, a man named 
Nicodemus comes to talk to Jesus and Jesus said “Truly, truly, I 
say to you, unless one is born again[b] he cannot see the 
kingdom of God…unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he 
cannot enter the kingdom of God” (John 3:3-5). Jesus called this 

new birth a birth of water and of the spirit. Now notice, baptism 
is not a work added to faith it is a result of or a part of the 
expression of faith.  

Baptism is a faith response to the gospel.  Interesting that in 
this same chapter we find these famous words, “For God so loved 
the world that whoever believes in Him will not perish but have 
eternal life” (v. 16).   

Let me show you a Bible example. Turn to Acts 16 and read 
verses 29-34.  What must you do to be saved? You must believe 
- but what does he do immediately? He is baptized. And he’s 
filled with joy because it says, he believes.  

Baptism pictures powerfully the death, burial, and resurrection 
of Jesus. Paul says it in Romans 6:3-4. Every time someone is 
baptized it reenacts the gospel!  That’s why we practice baptism, 
it is our way of saying “the gospel is true!”  

One more thing: baptism says salvation is free because Jesus is 
our Savior. Read Ephesians 2:8-9.  Baptism doesn’t contradict 
that verse, it endorses it. Have you ever considered how passive 
a person is at baptism? It’s not something you do, it’s something 
done to you. In baptism, Jesus has acted and you are the 
recipient. It is a gift.  It’s as if Jesus is saying “you just relax and 
I’ll do the rest.” Baptism is God saying, you just follow and I’ll do 
the rest.  The command is to be baptized and show we believe 
the gospel.   



All of this may have raised some questions like: If Jesus 
emphasized baptism so much, why don’t more churches 
emphasize it? Almost all churches say baptism is important but 
few talk about it very much or teach it is essential. Why is that?  
I think one reason is a fear of promoting works righteousness.  
We don’t want to imply that we are saved by what we do but by 
what Jesus did. And since so many people misunderstand 
baptism to be a work rather than an act of faith, they are afraid 
that emphasizing baptism will take the focus off the cross. Now, 
we don’t want to do that. We don’t want baptism to make the 
cross seem unimportant. We contend that baptism affirms the 
cross. That baptism is my act of faith or truth in what Jesus did 
for me at the cross.   

Now, we don’t want to say more about baptism than the Bible 
does, but neither would any of us want to water down what the 
Bible really does say about baptism.  So now we are going to 
walk through some of the significant texts of the New Testament 
about baptism.  We won’t have time to look at all of them but I 
think you will see again that there is a reason why we need to 
preach what we practice.   

Since the Bible is our authority in this class, let’s look at what 
several Bible verses say about baptism. Let’s start in Acts 2, what 
we call the birthday of the church. This is obviously a significant 
time. Peter preaches the first Gospel sermon and the listeners are 
convicted and say “what should we do?” Peter replied in Acts 
2:38 “repent and be baptized.” Some people struggle with the 
idea that baptism has anything to do with salvation. So, they will 
say that Peter didn’t really mean “repent and be baptized for the 

remission of sins” but “repent and be baptized because your sins 
are forgiven.”  The only problem with that is it goes completely 
against the text. The text doesn’t imply that in any way - in fact, 
it says just the opposite. 

Or next text is found in 1 Corinthians 1:13-15. Some would say, 
“Well that verse says baptism isn’t very important after all, Paul 
said he was glad he didn’t baptize many.” The fact that he 
doesn’t remember who he baptized actually helps our study of its 
importance. Everyone was baptized, so Paul didn’t remember 
which of them he had baptized.  

The next verse is Galatians 3:26-27. Notice it does not say all who 
have been clothed with Christ are then baptized but that all who 
have been baptized have been clothed with Christ. The idea is that 
baptism joins us, clothes us, unities us, identifies us with Christ.  

The next text would be Ephesians 4:4-6. Here, Paul mentions seven 
ones. Notice the high company with which baptism is placed. It’s 
interesting that there are those who debate about baptism would 
not dare to debate the place or importance of any of the other six 
words. “Well, there is One God but you know He is not essential.” 
Or, “Of course it says there is One Faith but I certainly wouldn’t 
want to overemphasize the necessity of the role of faith!” NO, 
nobody would say that. 

That’s why I hope if you have not been baptized you will think 
about this and maybe even make your commitment known 
today. The Christian life is GREAT! You will never regret the 
decision to become a Child of our King!  



WHAT DO YOU KNOW? 
Junior Campers, Designed with You in mind 

1. Why was Jesus baptized? 

2.  What does Jesus say at the end of Matthew? 

3.  What does “into the name” mean? 

4.  What does baptism picture for us? 

5.  What does Peter tell those who ask what they must do to be 
saved? 

AND, SENIORS 
Questions: 

 
1.  Psalm 119:172 says that all of God’s commandments are 
right. If Jesus was baptized “in order to fulfill all 
righteousness,” wouldn’t that mean that baptism would be 
something God commanded and thus is right? 

 
2.  Read 1 Corinthians 1:10-17. Do you think that the 
division and undue loyalty to the people who had taught and 
baptized them the reason Paul was thankful he had not 
baptized many of the Corinthians?   

 
3.  Ephesians 4:5 says there is “one baptism.” How many 
baptisms are therefore valid in the sight of God? Who 
defines what the “one baptism” is? Where is the only place 
you find the information about the “one baptism”?  

 
4.  Jesus died on the cross, was buried in a tomb, and was 
raised to a new life 3 days later.  How does baptism reenact 
that (Romans 6:3-5)? 

 
5.  When the Jews asked Peter, “What shall we do?” (Acts 
2:37), did Peter tell them to just believe in Jesus?  Did he 
tell them to pray a prayer in order for their sins to be 
forgiven?  What did he tell them to do?  Why?  



Thursday 

YOU’VE GOT QUESTIONS? 

What is baptism? 
You know, I’ve been coming to camp pretty much all of my life. I 
know how it is. You probably haven’t gotten a lot of sleep. And 
about the only time you really slow down is in class or 
Evangelistic hour at night. So you might have missed what we 
saw in class yesterday.  

So, a :45 review: Bible baptism: Is always immersion, in water, 
by the authority of Jesus Christ, of a believer, for the forgiveness 
of sins of one who has determined to live for Jesus. There are 
about 100 verses in the Bible on it. And while he would NEVER 
diminish the importance of confession (he was the model of that, 
Matthew 16:16-18, Peter summed it up this way “Baptism, which 
corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from 
the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 3:21).  

Yet there are still people who question the significance of 
baptism:  

Have you ever thought, “I just wish we could really know what 
the truth is about baptism?” Obviously, these are mock 
interviews designed to help make the point, but imagine if we 
could have a conversation with a few of the people who were 
there when Jesus taught. 

If we’re going big, the first one we’d want to talk to 
is THE ONE, Jesus Himself.  

YOU: “Jesus, if baptism is really important why didn’t 
you make it simpler to understand that it is 
essential?” 

JESUS: “He who believes and is baptized shall be 
saved.” I’m not sure I could have made that any 
clearer. 

YOU: “Peter, you were the first to preach about Jesus 
as the way of salvation after the resurrection. I just 
wish, on that first day, you would have told in a clear 
way what someone who believes Jesus is God’s Son 
was supposed to do.”  
PETER: “‘Let all the house of Israel therefore know 
for certain that God has made him both Lord and 
Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.’ Now when 
they heard this they were cut to the heart, and said 
to Peter and the rest of the apostles, ‘Brothers, what 
shall we do?’ And Peter said to them, ‘Repent and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit’” (Acts 2:36-38). 



YOU: “Peter, help me to understand. I mean it 
sounded like you were saying baptism is a command. 
I just wish you had commanded it.” 

PETER: I “declared, ‘Can anyone withhold water for 
baptizing these people, who have received the Holy 
Spirit just as we have?’ And he commanded them to 
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ” (Acts 
10:46-48). 
YOU: “Sorry to bother you again about this but do 
you really believe baptism is the action that finally 
saves a person?” 

PETER: “Baptism, which corresponds to this, now 
saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but 
as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through 
the resurrection of Jesus Christ” (1 Peter 3:21). 
YOU: “Paul, people say you are the most influential 
person outside of Christ on Christianity. If anybody 
had this figured out, a brainiac* like you would have. 
Does baptism really affect our relationship with 
Jesus?” 

PAUL: “For as many of you as were baptized into 
Christ have put on Christ” (Galatians 3:27).  
YOU: “You really lived for Jesus. You loved to tell the 
story of Jesus and His impact on your life. It’s really 

beautiful how you went from persecuting Christians 
to living for Christ full-throttle. It would have been 
great if in telling that story you could have said 
something about whether baptism was important.” 

PAUL:  God told me to wait for instructions and he 
sent “Ananias, a devout man … And he said, ‘The 
God of our fathers appointed you to know his will, to 
see the Righteous One and to hear a voice from his 
mouth; for you will be a witness for him to everyone 
of what you have seen and heard. And now why do 
you wait? Rise and be baptized and wash away your 
sins, calling on his name’” (Acts 22:12, 14-16).  
YOU: “OK, Paul, I’m beginning to see what you are 
saying. One more question: It seems like maybe 
some mystical encounter might be more experiential. 
Does baptism really help us identify with Jesus?”  
PAUL:  Do you not know that all of us who have 
been baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into 
his death? We were buried therefore with him by 
baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we 
too might walk in newness of life. For if we have 
been united with him in a death like his, we shall 
certainly be united with him in a resurrection like 
his” (Romans 6:3-5). 



I’m really not trying to argue or be snarky, or cute here but how 
could God have made it clearer that it is absolutely essential that 
you be immersed?** The question isn’t do you need to know 
more, but what are you doing with what you already know? 

BUT what about? 
There are always some honest questions. We’ll try to answer 
them a few here. Remember, we’re not trying to argue or explain 
something away but to honestly let the text be our guide, our 
authority. 

What about the thief on the cross? Somebody told 
me he wasn’t baptized but he was saved.  
I think that’s a great question. Dr. Luke records the event in Luke 
22:32, 39-43. A few things stand out. One, Jesus can save 
anyone He wants to (see Luke 5:23-24). Two, the thief on the 
cross lived under the Old Law and baptism was not a part of that 
law. Read Hebrews 9:15-17 and notice that Jesus had not yet 
died and brought in the new covenant. So, he, unlike us, was not 
commanded to be baptized.  

What about someone who dies on the way to the 
baptistry?  
First off, this is not really a good question. It is designed to add 
emotion to a question to make you think the answer would be 
different because of the emotion. I’ve heard the question for 
nearly 50 years but NEVER heard of it happening a single time. 
But, and let us be clear here when we talk about baptism and it 

being absolutely essential, we are not judging another. That is 
not our job. I sort of like what Barak Obama said once when 
asked a certain question: “That’s above my pay grade.” My job, 
our job and mission is to teach what we understand the Bible to 
teach. It is up to others to obey and to God to decide who is lost 
and saved.  

What about the people in Acts 10? They received 
the Holy Spirit so it is clear they were saved 
before they were baptized.  Would that not be 
evidence that one is saved before baptism? 
No. In fact, Peter commanded that they be baptized. If baptism 
was not absolutely essential he would not have done that with 
this group. Just read the text: “‘Can anyone withhold water for 
baptizing these people, who have received the Holy Spirit just as 
we have?’ And he commanded them to be baptized in the name 
of Jesus Christ” (Acts 10:47-48). The significance of the whole of 
chapter 10 is that God had to do something spectacular just as 
he did with the Jews in Acts 2 to convince the Jewish people that 
Gentiles could, in fact, be Christians.  

I’m thinking of being “re-baptized,” does the 
Bible say anything about that? 
While the term re-baptized is not in the Bible there are some 
disciples in Acts 19 who realized that their baptism was not Bible 
baptism, who were baptized in the Bible way. So, if you realize 
that you did not believe Jesus was the Son of God, or that your 
baptism was not for the forgiveness of sins you should follow 



their pattern. I would caution you about the idea of just being 
baptized again because you know more now than then. If that’s 
the case you hopefully learn more about Christianity every day 
and certainly to be baptized every day would be more about 
questioning God than becoming a Christian. That said, if I 
thought my baptism was not right, I would certainly make sure 
rather than live in doubt.  

Does it matter where I was baptized or who 
baptized me? I was baptized in a particular 
church or for a particular reason and I’m just not 
sure. What should I do? 
Notice, this is not about location but about purpose. I never see 
in the Bible an emphasis on where a person was baptized or on 
the person baptizing them. But this is about what Jesus did and 
my trusting Him and obeying Him. I didn’t understand all I do 
now about baptism when I was baptized. I didn’t understand 
everything about the gospel and none of us did. So baptism is 
effective for people who don’t understand everything about 
baptism.  What other kinds of people are there? Those from Acts 
2 forward knew they knew they were sinners and they believed 
in Jesus.  What’s important is not how much the person who 
baptized me knew or what the name on the church building was, 
but did I believe in Jesus and His power to forgive sins when I 
followed him. Did I understand that I went into the water as a 
sinner and by the power of Jesus blood I came out saved. Listen 
closely. IF I had any question about that, I would make it sure!!!! 
 It is not worth the risk. 

In 1 Corinthians 12:13a Paul reminds us that men don’t decide 
who’s in the church, God does. You are added to His body, the 
body of Christ when you are baptized for the forgiveness of sins 
(Acts 2:41). Think of it this way. Family membership is a natural 
consequence of birth. When my children were born, we didn’t 
take a vote to decide if they could be in the family. They were in 
the family by virtue of their birth.  And God put you in His 
family when you were born of water and of the spirit.   

What about my grandma? She wasn’t baptized 
and she was the best most godliest person I’ve 
ever known. Are you saying she was lost?  
No, it isn’t my job to judge your sweet grandma, NOR is it yours. 
Let’s let God do that. But if your grandma was as good as you 
say she was then she’d want you to do what you know to be 
right, right?  

Does everybody have to be there? I’m shy and I 
don’t want to be baptized in front of the whole 
camp. 
No. In the Bible, there were as few as two people (the one 
baptizing and the one being baptized (Acts 8:36-38) and as 
many as thousands (Acts 2).  

I do have a really big question. Am I old enough 
to be baptized? That’s the question, isn’t it?  
First off, I’m really really glad you are thinking about this. I’ve 
baptized people as young as 8 and older than 80. Sometimes I 



wish God had just given an age but He didn’t. If you think you 
need to be baptized then talk to your teacher, counselor, camp 
director. They will ask you some questions to help you think it 
through. Things like what you believe will be different after you 
are baptized, what baptism does and is for, what sin is and if you 
are a sinner.  

WHY SHOULD I NOT BE BAPTIZED?  
You should not be baptized if you are doing it for the wrong 
reasons. Like, just because a friend was baptized, or to get out of 
some trouble you are in for the moment, although you don’t 
really believe and are not really going to try to change your life. 
Baptism is not about getting attention. You should not be 
baptized if you don’t understand what its purpose is or what sin 
is. 

* NOTE: The word brainiac is defined by dictionary.com as “an exceptionally 
intelligent person.”  
**NOTE: If someone, for whatever reason, wants to try to explain baptism away they 
will find a way to do it but that does not change God’s Word.  
 

Could There Be More Questions? 
Yes, first for 12 and Under 

1. Recap – what is baptism? 

2. What is our job as Christians? 

3. Do you have to know EVERYTHING before you are baptized? 

4. What are some reasons not to be baptized? 

5. What is the most confusing part about baptism to you? 

And, Now, Senior Camper Q’s 
1. Does “he who does not believe shall be condemned” (Mark 
16:16b) mean that one doesn’t have to be baptized to be saved? 
Why or why not? 

 
2. 1 Corinthians 12:13 says that we are all baptized into one 
body? Whose body is it according to Ephesians 1:22-23?  What is 
Jesus the Savior of according to Ephesians 5:23?  Is it the same 
body one is baptized into according to 1 Corinthians 12:13? 



3. Did people in the Bible who were baptized do so to please 
family or friends, or was it because they wanted to be saved and 
serve Jesus as their Lord above all for the rest of their lives?  

 
4. Ephesians 1:22-23 says that the body of Christ, the church, is 
“the fullness of Him who fills all in all.”  In other words, the 
church which is the body of Christ is what fills up Christ.  We are 
baptized into that one body (1 Corinthians 12:13).  Does that 
have anything to do with being baptized “into Christ” (Galatians 
3:27)? 

 
5. Did Jesus give the commands to be baptized (Matthew 
28:18-20; Mark 16:15-16) before or after He died and was 
resurrected?  What covenant -- the old or the new -- was the 
command to be baptized in His name given? 

Friday 

That is All. Is that All? 

To be clear, we love when someone makes the decision to be 
baptized. It is thrilling to witness or be a part of such a moment. 
There is not another like it anywhere. We celebrate this like 
nothing else. It is the one thing that camp always stops for! 

At this point you might be asking: Aren’t you making a 
bigger deal about baptism than you should? 

Well, maybe. Let’s talk about that. 

If you think your salvation is more about water than God’s 
power then you are making more of baptism than God did.  

If you think the act of baptism is bigger than Faith then you are 
misunderstanding the act of baptism as an act of merit or 
earning and not a reaction of obeying God who has been so good 
to you.  Remember: “Without faith, it is impossible to please 
Him” (Hebrews 11:6). So you may be dipped in water, 
immersed, but if it is not an action of faith then you got it wrong. 
I want to make a major observation here. My problem with 
applauding baptism is not that I think clapping is wrong but that 
it makes the one being baptized look like he/she DID something 
of merit. It is God who acts in baptism, we are just servants.  

If you think baptism is bigger than confession, you have over-
exalted baptism. It seems possible we short change confession. It 



is huge biblically.  “if you do confess me before man I will 
confess you before the Father” (Matthew 10:32). 2 John teaches 
that whoever does not confess the Son is the antiChrist (2 John 
7). 

If you think baptism is more an issue to be argued about than a 
blessing from God that puts us in His Family then you have 
missed the whole point! A Christian will never impact anyone if 
he/she is arrogant. Chill folks. We will win when we love and are 
true to God, not when we construct the best argument. 

If you think baptism is the end, that once done, you’ve 
conquered your relationship with Jesus, then you have 
overblown baptism. Baptism changes your relationship with 
Christ, with His church, with everyone in your life. But notice it 
is a beginning, not an end. It is a new birth (John 3; 2 Peter 2:2).  

In this lesson, I want to talk to you about “next.” By their 
actions, it seems that some think they leave Christ in the 
baptistry. They don’t talk His talk -- instead, their tongue belongs 
to the devil. They don’t walk His walk, instead, they try to do 
what makes them happy regardless of how it makes Him feel. 
They said they believed He was the Son of God, but with their 
tongue, their time, and their talent, they act like they are their 
own god.  

So what should I do after baptism? Let me share with you 
something I first heard from my dad, but that is often shared at 
the swimming pool at Maywood Christian Camp at a baptism. 

They are the “nexts” that will make your future spiritual life 
RICH! 

1 
Every day SAY something TO God:  

This is prayer. Prayer is not a bunch of fancy words said in a 
church building but it is God’s children talking to Him as their 
Father, they love, trust, respect, and want to talk to. When you 
are scared, hurting, angry, confused, happy, enjoying something 
good, depressed, tempted, unsure of what to do next, PRAY! It 
will both relieve stress and will open the windows of heaven. I 
think this is what Paul meant when he said to “pray without 
ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17).  

2  
Every day let God SAY something TO you:  

If you talk to Him but don’t listen to Him, those talks will not be 
very effective. God talks most clearly and with authority today 
through His Word.  So, start reading His Word some every day. 
Don’t feel like you have to read it all in one sitting, or that you 
have to figure out everything about it immediately. But start. It is 
your spiritual food. Be hungry for it. Read some every day. For 
you, it may only be a few verses at first. At first, you might just 
read some that you’ll really enjoy -- the Gospel accounts (they’re 
the story of Jesus life), the Psalms (they are beautiful and 
hopeful), some of the shorter letters to churches like Philippians 
(they are some of God’s message to Christians). If you like to 
write, keep a journal nearby and make notes or write down 



things you don’t understand. This book is the source of growing 
faith (Romans 10:17; 1 Peter 2:2; 2 Timothy 3:16-17).  

3 
Every day SAY something FOR God:  

Please understand that confession is MUCH more than just a few 
words spoken or affirmed when you are baptized. It is the vital 
concept that you are not ashamed of Him, that you will talk 
about Him to others. Listen: When living for Christ becomes the 
standard in your life there will be people and that evil one who 
will try to break you down, but if you determine to do right and 
His person all the time, over time you will be respected. And, 
when people see you handling life by the power of His strength, 
and life gets tough for them, they will want to know your 
secrets. Jesus’ last commands before going back to heaven were 
to tell others about Him (Matthew 28:18-20).  

4 
Every day DO something FOR God:  

The Bible says we were “created for good works” (Ephesians 
2:10).  Find something that you can do that is a good work and 
get busy doing. Start NOW. This is not something that you wait 
until you are older to do or wait until you have all of life figured 
out. You start now. If you don’t know what to do, go to the 
leaders of the church and ask them what some things you can do 
are. The main thing is to start and to stick with it. If you are just 
doing it for attention, then find something to do that gets you no 
attention (Matthew 6:1). That doesn’t mean no one can know 
about it, but it does mean to watch your motive carefully. I’d 

suggest finding someone else who is doing good stuff that excites 
you and see if you can learn from them. 

5 
Every Sunday worship Him with His Family the 

church:  
Jesus was very clear about this (Matthew 6:33) and so were His 
followers (Hebrews 10:25). If you determine to not follow Him 
or worship God then you are in sin. I know, not every sermon 
will be just what you believe you needed, not every song will be 
your favorite, not every person will overwhelm you with 
kindness, BUT this is not about you but about HIM. You are not 
there to worship you but the Lord.  

6 
And, when you fall, get up:  

Listen, just because you are a Christian it does not mean you will 
never make a mistake. Every Christian, even the best one you 
know, still makes them. But don’t quit. You’ll be glad forever that 
you stayed with it!  

One more thing. We, your camp director, lifeguard, 
counselor, class teacher, nurse, cook, sports director, we 
are all on your side. We want you to succeed spiritually. 
Let us know when you need help and how we can help. 
We are for you! And, by the way, so is the God who 
made heaven and earth! You can do this. 



It’s Friday! 
We Hope You’ve Loved Maywood Christian Camp 

Friday questions 
12 and Under Questions 

1. Can we make too big of a deal about baptism? 

2. Is baptism the last step on the way to Heaven? 

3. What are some “nexts” after baptism? 

4. If you fall in your Christian walk (when you sin), are you 
stuck down or can you get back up (and be forgiven)? 

5. Who in your life, and at camp this week, do you trust enough 
that you can you talk to them about being baptized? 
 

AND, NOW, SENIORS 

 
1. Read Matthew 6:9-15. What are some things we should pray 
for to God? What attitude should we have while we pray? 

2. Read Psalm 1:1-3. How often should we study God’s Word? 
What attitude should we have while we study the Bible?  

3. Read Galatians 6:10. How often should we do good? Who 
should we do good for? What are some ways you could do good 
for your family, your friends, etc.? What are some of the things 
YOU will do as a servant of God? 

 
4. Read Matthew 5:16. What are some ways to let your light 
shine in a way to motivate the people who know you to grow 
closer to God and become Christians? 

 
5. Read John 4:24. What does it mean to worship “in spirit and 
truth?” How can doing this make your worship at church more 
pleasing to God and more encouraging for you? 

See you next summer! Stay strong in the Lord!

Writer’s Note: Special thanks to Bob 
Pritchard, Shannon O’Bryan, Kaitlyn Rose 
Richardson, Ben Thompson, Jon Mitchell 
for their help with editing and questions.  
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